
 

Dear all,  

I hope you don’t mind me taking a moment to introduce my new online ministry called “Understand 

the Bible”. As some of you may know, I have been working on this for the last few months, and I 

think it is now at the stage where it is ready to begin being used - hence my getting in touch. 

Let me introduce it to you. 

What is Understand the Bible? 
In a nutshell, Understand the Bible is a programme of courses designed to teach people the Christian 

faith through a series of short video/audio sessions.  

Some courses I have created from scratch e.g. “What is Christianity?” and “What is Sin?”, and others 

are based on something pre-existing e.g. the New City & Heidelberg Catechisms. These sessions can 

be watched online or on a mobile app. The system will remind you by email or notification when it’s 

time to complete the next session (you can specify when you want the reminder).  

Why did you create Understand the Bible? 
One of the biggest issues we have faced as a church here in Clacton over the past few years is 

engaging younger families in church. Many families are willing to come to events such as toddler 

groups, a monthly ‘messy church’-style service, etc. – but very few of them commit to regular 

Sunday attendance. In fact, in our experience, younger people are much more likely to commit to a 

midweek group than church. Speaking to other church leaders around the UK suggests that this is a 

common problem. 

In our church, we use Christianity Explored as our regular outreach course. It’s a great introduction 

to the Christian faith – but we’ve found that most people (especially younger people) who come on a 

course from outside the church family do not end up becoming regular church attenders. However – 

we have discovered that people often want to keep on studying and meeting once they have 

finished CE. 

The one thing we have done in the past couple of years which seems to have kept people coming is a 

regular midweek discipleship group, which we’ve run as a follow-up to CE. Last year, a group of 

people who had done CE kept meeting and we worked our way through the Heidelberg Catechism, 

then a Bible Overview, and are currently on the Sermon on the Mount. It seems to have worked: 

there have been relatively few dropouts and people really seem to appreciate it and show up 

regularly. Some are becoming more regular at church (or at least, they were before the lockdown!) 

All this has led to the creation of Understand the Bible: my thinking was to create reusable video 

resources which could be used by individuals or a church as a discipleship programme in the same 

way that we’ve done here. 



Will this discourage people from coming to church? 
As a pastor myself, I appreciate that we tend to get nervous when we see online ministries because 

of the importance and value of the local church. But I think one of the lessons we’ve learned from 

the lockdown is that it doesn’t have to be a choice between “online” and “local”: a lot of local folks 

in Clacton have been engaging with our online content in the lockdown, and I’m sure it’s the same 

where you are. 

One of the problems in society at the moment is that the bar to going to a regular Sunday service is 

very high, especially for younger people. So many activities happen on a Sunday now, lots of people 

are working shifts, plus there are many families where Sunday is the only day off, and so on. The 

long and the short of it is, we are facing a situation in our culture where knowledge of the Christian 

faith is lower than it has ever been, and it also requires more commitment to come to church than it 

has in generations. 

Today, it seems that even those most committed to church are attending 2-3 times per month. This 

is, quite simply, not enough to help a new believer learn what the Christian faith is all about. 

If you put all this together, I believe that UTB is a way of helping a local church to disciple people 

whether they are regulars on a Sunday or not. For those who are going to church – it will help them 

to understand better. For those who are not – it will over time help them to see the importance of 

making a commitment to come to church. 

Over the last few months it has really struck me how Jesus didn’t simply preach in the synagogues – 

he went into the towns and villages and preached to people where they were. In the 21st century, 

that means going to people on the internet. People need the chance to hear the message and get 

involved with it before they commit to a church especially in the early 21st century where people are 

so “commitment-phobic!” I see UTB as an aid to churches to help with that process. 

How can churches use Understand the Bible? 
My hope is that UTB would not be solely used by individuals but would be a resource for the whole 

church. I am still working on the best way of integrating churches into UTB. In the meantime, it is 

now possible to register a local church, which people can then search for on the website. (See 

below). 

My hope is that churches will be able to use UTB in a similar way to us, i.e. as a continuation of an 

outreach course to help disciple new believers and encourage them to grow in their faith. I am 

hoping to add discussion questions to each course to help facilitate using the courses as part of a 

small group. 

However, there are a few things which you can do right now: 

1. Register your church on the website – https://understandthebible.uk/manage  

2. If your church has a social media page, you could share Understand the Bible there. 

3. If you are running an outreach course such as Alpha or Christianity Explored, you could 

consider using one of the courses on UTB as a follow-up, or perhaps recommending UTB as a 

resource for people to look at themselves.  

How else can you support? 
Apart from the things I mentioned above, you can support UTB in the following ways: 

https://understandthebible.uk/manage


• Sign up for the Supporter’s Newsletter – https://understandthebible.uk/newsletter - I have 

just set this up and aim to send out an email about once every two months 

• Pray – you can do this via PrayerMate - http://praynow4.org/understandthebible 

• Share – e.g. local evangelical groups / DEF / ReNew etc, or any other churches you think 

might benefit – share as widely as possible! 

• Give – you can give directly to UTB or you can give to support me personally via Stewardship 

– details are on this page: https://understandthebible.uk/about/support/ 

Thank you everyone for your time in reading this. I’ve been working hard on this for the last few 

months and it would be really great to see this being put to good use in churches to the glory of God. 

Thanks for your partnership in the gospel, 

 

Phill 

 

email -  phill@understandthebible.uk  

web -  https://understandthebible.uk 
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